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The story in the last issue about school camp in Ullapool raised a few eyebrows, and 
encouraged a contribution concerning the school Mediterranean cruise in 1964. We also 

received an interesting email from an F.P. in Canada, who found us through our website and 
who passed on details of a school friend also in Canada. We probably have enough members 

in Canada to form a separate lunch club there.

1) Email From  Dr. James Alan Emsley, ( pupil 1955-1957)

I just happened on the Whitehill Former Pupils’ website while working on our genealogy and 

I’m delighted to add my name to the list of former pupils. I am James Alan Emsley and 
attended Whitehill from September 1955 until June 1957.
At that time, our family emigrated to Canada. Miss Hetherington was my class instructor. I’ve 

lost touch with most of my classmates but have been fortunate to meet up with Stephen 
Scobie, also of Whitehill, and a poet in Canada recognized by being awarded the Governor’s 

General’s medal many years ago.  He now lives on Vancouver Island, Canada.
I earned a Ph.D. in Genetics and worked professionally in Canada, USA and, in my own 

company, with others across the world.

I hope this finds you all well during this crisis and look forward to exploring your website.

Alan Emsley 

2) Stephen Scobie   

Stephen Scobie left Whitehill in 1960 after 6th year. He won the Classics Medal in 1960 and 
unsurprisingly given his career, the English prize.  Stephen is a critic and a poet who won the 

Governor General’s Award for Poetry in 1980 and the Prix Gabrielle Roy for Canadian Criticism 
in 1986. A founding editor of Longspoon Press, his literary criticism includes books on Leonard 

Cohen, Sheila Watson and Bob Dylan.



His first book of poetry, Stone Poems, was published by Talonbooks in 1974. His critical work, 
What History Teaches, published in 1984, is part of the Talonbooks New Canadian Criticism 
Series edited by Frank Davey. Scobie was born in Carnoustie, Scotland in 1943 and went to 

Canada in 1965. He earned a PhD from the University of British Columbia in Vancouver after 
which he taught at the University of Alberta and at the University of Victoria, from which he 

recently retired. Formerly based in the Prairies, he now lives in Victoria, B.C.

3) Continental Holiday, July 1964: Iain McLean.

In July 1964, I and about 30 other Whitehill Pupils went on the Whitehill School annual continental 
holiday organised by Miss Hutcheson. In previous years the destination had been Viareggio in 

Italy but in 1964 she upped her game and the holiday was a cruise on the TSS Fantasia, from 
Venice to Athens, the Greek Islands, Israel and Yugoslavia.

The journey from Glasgow to Venice was an adventure in itself; 2 full days by train and Channel 
ferry. We had a coach tour of London on the way and visited St Paul’s Cathedral and The Tower 

of London. The train ride over the Alps was amazing.
In Venice we stayed 2 nights in a Youth Hostel run by nuns. A bit of a culture shock for 

non-Catholics from Glasgow. The accommodation was very comfortable and we were made most 
welcome.

On the cruise our first port of call was Piraeus for Athens. It was fascinating to visit the Acropolis 
and the Parthenon which is on everyone’s bucket list. However, as we visited the Greek Islands 

of Crete, Rhodes, Mykonos and Corfu it became clear to us that Miss Hutcheson’s enthusiasm 
for visiting ancient ruins under the boiling hot sun knew no bounds. Most of us would have 
preferred to head straight for the beach or have fun around the ship’s pool. 

Israel was very interesting. We visited Haifa, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and Nazareth. At that time 
most of the old religious sites were controlled by Jordan and we were unable to visit them. Miss 

Hutcheson was disappointed but most of us were ok with it.
According to my diary which we were encouraged, i.e. forced, to write up each day, there was 

a fancy dress party one evening on the ship and three of our group won a prize. I don’t remember 
who they were, maybe someone reading this does.

The holiday was a great experience. We had a lot of fun in the group and we saw enough ancient 
ruins to last a lifetime. (Sorry Miss H!)  All of this for the princely sum of approximately £65.00, 

which equates to around £1200 today. Good value for a three week trip.
I’ve included a scan of the information sheet handed out by Miss Hutcheson before the trip and 

additional photographs that can be viewed in the web version of the newsletter. It makes for 
fascinating reading, e.g. only 2 changes of underwear allowed for 3 weeks in the Mediterranean 

in July.

5)  Hits of the Shadows, ( Lockdown 4)

The correct answers were, in this order: Apache, Wonderful Land, Sleepwalk, FBI and Don't 

Cry for me Argentina.  Congratulations to Agnes Lagden and Ned Hunter who are now both 
“enjoying” the full CD of 20 golden greats.
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